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SIR, 
| Pon the receipt of your laſt Letter, 1 
was, at firſt, a little troubled to per- 
cerv the cenſorious Judgment you pals 


upon my Politics, 1n reference to the grand 


buſineſs of Liberty of Conſcience. But after 
a little confideration I comforted my ſelf. For 
I not onely remembred your conftant-favorable 
regard towards thoſe of difterent Perfwaftons 
from yours,but I obſerved alſo, even in that ve- 


ry Letter, that you agree with me in this Fun- 
A 2 damental 


[4] 
damental Principle, That m Man ought tobe: 
Perſecuted for Matters of meer Religion. And this: 
agreement in ſo, great a Principle made me. hope 
that, notwithſtanding, our ' preſent Difference, 
it would be no hard matter for you and me to 
agree inour particular Concluſions, and conſe- 
quently in our. Conduct. To procure that. A- 
greement there is nothing requiſite but Honeſty 
and Senſe. Let us. but examin thorowly whi-- 
ther that Principle leads, and let us- be tru to: 
the reſult of our own Examinations, and the 
Work wil be don. 

But perhaps ſo ſtrift a ſubje&tion as this to the 
conſequences of that Principle, however juſt 
and reaſonable in it ſelf, may. ſeem unto you a 
little unſeaſonable in this Conjuntture. Nay, 
I muſt acknowledg to you, that I my ſelf alſo 
am not ſo much Maſter of, my. Paſhons, as tolet 
Reaſon have always that abſolute Dominion 
that belongs to. it. The fear of being deceived, 
by a Party of Men who plead for Liberty, 
makes me ſomtimes doubttul in determining 
upon the practice of what I acknowledg to be 
a Duty. I am convinced that the Intereſt af this: 
Nation, as wel as the Laws of Chriſtianity, re- 
quires 
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\ - quiresan Abſolute, Univerſal, Equal, and Invio- 
lable Liberty of Conſcience; Nothing that dos not 
tend to the Ruin of the Government, - or to the 
Prejudice of thePeople,which is but one and the 
ſame thing, ſhould be made the occaſion of lay- 
ing any Reſtraint upon any Man. But where 
I fee ground to fear that the granting of this 
Liberty ſhould ſerv onely to put a Power into 
their Hands that now demand it, wherby they 
may be able hereafter totake it away from 0- 
thers,truly in that caſe I am apt to heſitate upon 
the Point ; or to ſay better, I confeſsthat I hef1- 
tate not at al. For I would by no means that 
a ſpecious hope of Chriſtian Liberty ſhould 
betray the Nation into a New Unchriſtian Sla- 

very. 

Thus far Iam ſure Tagree with you. We 
would have Liberty with Security of #ts continu- 
ance : not otherwiſe. Now I intreat you to ex- 
amin whether or no, in the reſt, you agree 
with me. I ask then, If fo be it can be de- 
monſtrated that the Penal Laws, and Teſts too, 
may be taken away without expoſing the Nati- 
on to any hazard of Perſecution by the Roman 
Catholics; Nay, if a far better Security may be 
provided. 
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provided againft that Perſecution than thoſe 


preſent Laws and Teſts do afford us ; wil it 
not be an Att of Equity and Wiſdom, as wel 
as Chriſtianity, in that caſe, to aboliſh them ? 
This Security being ſuppoſed, nothing can hin- 
der us from complying with that Defign, but 
ſuch Confiderations as ariſe from the Covetouſ- 
neſs and Ambition of ingroſſing al Honorable and 


| Profitable Imployments unto our ſelvs, and 


thoſe of our own Perſwaſton. But wil any 
Conſiderations of that Nature, when they in- 


terfere with a Public Intereſt and an avowed 


Duty, be juſtihable, oreven excuſable, either 
before God or Man ? I cannot doubt but your 
determination in that Point wil be the ſame 
with mine. Thoſe Confiderations are too for- 
did to be of any weight with an Honeſt Mind. 
Your Obje&tion, I know, in reading theſe 
Queſtions,wil ariſe from a Diffdence that any new 


Security of this nature, either wil or can be 


cranted us. There indeed perhaps you and I may 

differ in our opinions. But however, tocom 

as near as we can, I wil at preſent ſuſpend my 

own Hopes, and concurring with your Doubts, 

confider onely what 1s our Duty, and the —_ 
| 0 


Caf. 
of al honeſt Men, even in this ſuppoſed doubt- 
ful ConjunQure. 

An Example in the like caſe, not many years 
ago, when the Nation was m as great a ferment 
as it is now, may dire us. Thoſethat fuppo- 
ſed there could be no other real Security, againft 
the fears that poſſeft them, than that Odious Bil 
of Excluſten which they promoted in Parliament, 
profeſied nevertheleſs their conſtant willingneſs 
to liſten unto any Expedients that ſhould be 
| offered for that purpoſe. If they did not then 
comply with any of thoſe Expedients, it was 
the heat of Faction that hindred them ; and 
they have fince on al occafions acknowledged 
their Error. Let us therfor profit by their 
Example. Let us imitate them in that reaſon- 
able difpofition which they profeft, and be 
careful to avoid thoſe heats which cauſed their 
aQtual miſcarriage. | 

In a word, let us, at leaft, put the Thing to a 
Trial. Let it be referred to the Wiſdom of a Par- 
liament to weigh the Ezpedients that may be in- 
vented or offered for our Security. Let Mode- 
rate Men be choſen into that Parliament; and not 
ſuch as ar ingaged,by along habit of Perſecuting, 

to 
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-to keep up the preſent Penal Laws, as Tools 
already fitted for their hands. Til we be called 
to that ElefFron-Work, let us eachof-ws endea- 
vor to diſpoſe our Selvs,. diſpoſe One Another, 
and as occaſion: offers diſpoſe our Friends, to 
that Spirzt of, Wiſdom and Moderation which is now: 
ſo neceflary. -. And tibthis Buſineſs have been 
weighed in Parliament, letus a little ſuſpend our 
Judgment upon it, and have always a great care 
that we obſtrud# not the Good we defire by heigh- 
ting any doubtful Jealoufystoaa irreconcilable 
Extremity. | þ | 
Theſe ar the Rules of my Politics, which I 
hope you wil now look upon a little more 
favorably then you ſeemed to do m. your laſt 
Letter. At preſent I wil trouble you no further. 
But if what I have now ſaid. prove acceptable, 
I ſhal be very ready,upon your defire,to explain 
further my inmoſt thoughts upon'any 'the niceſt 
Circumſtances of this great Aﬀair. I am gc. 


IE. Oo BET EE 
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— ” ww woe wee een, 


"The Second 
LETTER 


SIR, 
Amheartily glad that my laft Letter has gi- 
ven you any meaſure of Satisfaftion. But 
I perceiv by your new Quzrys, that TI have 
ingaged n 2, ſelf, 1n theclole of that Letter, to 
a greater 1ask than I was aw are of. It 1s not 


enough to have ſatisfy'd you ſo far as I have 


gon, but muſt either continu to anſiver - your 
new Difhcultys, or elie joyn with you in owning 


them to be unanſwerable. I muſt either ſhew 


you' «the very Expedients that may be contrived 
for fecurmng us againſt any future Perſecution by 
the Roman Cat! holics, or elſe acknowleds that no 
{uch thing either can or wil be don. "hat is a 
Iittle hard. The thing may be terzable, tho I 
ſhould not be able to demonſtrate it. Others ma 

Know more than I can. Nay, indeed the trut 
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is that I know ſo little, and others haye already. 
{aid ſo much upon this Subject, that, as I cannot 

retend to'make any: new Diſcoverys in it, fo- 
neither am Iwilling to repeat juſt the ſame things | 
that you have read el{-where : And between 
thoſe two Difficulties am ſomthing ſtraitned in 
complying with what you defire.. Nevertlieteſs. 
fince Iam ingaged, I1wil rather hazard tore- 
peat what may have. been hinted at already by 


- others, thag refuſe to explain unto you my own 


Conceptions. 

The Security we demand muſt be confidered 
either as it 1ys naturally in the thing it ſelf ; 1. 
mean in the Repeal of al Old Penal Laws and . 
Teſts, and in the Sando of a New Great 
Charter for Liberty of Conſcience ; or elſe as 
it may be fortify'd by ſuch Exzpedrents as the 
Wifdom of a Parliament may think fit to pro- 
pound, and His Majeſtys Goodneſs may vouch- 
taſe to grant. 

But this laſt Confideration belongs not to my. 
Province. It becoms not private , Perſens to 
anticipate Parliamentary Deliberations, much 
leſs to preſcribe Rules unto His Majeftys Con- 
duct, It ſufhccs me, 1n that reſpef, to know 
that 


[1] 

that His Majeſty has been pleaſed, by often rer- 
:terated, Promiſes, to aflure us that he wil concur 
with his Parliament, in any thing that may be 
reaſonably offered for the Eſtabliſhment ot 
ſuch a Law of Chriſtian Liberty as may never be 
broken. Tam not curious to.pry further into 
thoſe matters, until His Majeity. ſhal think fit 
in his Wiſdom to diſcloſe unto the Nation the 
Treaſures .of his Goodnets. And to ſpeak 
freely to you, as a Friend, 1am yet the leſs 
curious abont it at this time,nor any ways impas- 
tient to know more, until a Parliarhent may be 
ready to deliberate thereupon ; becauſe I know 
already, that there ar a fort of Men in the Na- 
tion who watch upon every occafion, with al the 
Arts that Malice can invent, to blaſt any thing 
that ſhal be offered for the advancement of this 
Chriſtian Defign. Leaving therfore the confide- 
ration of this Acceſſtonal Security that we look for, 
I wil now apply my ſelf to confider onely what 
..proſpett of Security the thing it ſelf dos 7 its 
own Nature afford us. 

When wediſcourſe about this Security,l ſup- 
poſe we both of us underſtand it onely with 


,xelation to the hazard that may ariſe from 
B 2 taking 
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taking away the Teſts... For- as to tlie Penal 
Laws, fingly. .confidered, I think al Men- that 
have Souls large. enough (as Tam fure you 
have) to prefer the general Good of their -Coun- 
try before the narrow: Advantages of a Party, 

wil agree that 1t- 1s no leſsthe Intereſt of this. 
Nation to aboliſh- them, than the Duty of al 
Mankind-to forbear Perſecution: 

T here 1s no- hazard; in the aboliſhment of 
thoſe Penal Laws. Now what the hazard may 
be in aboliſhing the Teſts, wil be beſt perceived 
by conſidering the effect of their impoſition. 
The effec, in which the Proteſtant Intereſt con- 
fiſts, 1s that the Roman Catholics ar thereby 'ex- 
cluded from al Places of Public Truſt, either Ci-- 
vil or Military. Lthis, I ſhould have ſaid, 1s: 
the Intent of them. But how far the real Effet 
fals ſhort of that Intent, and* how. far-1t muſt 
needs fal ſhort therof.1n.the Retgn of a Catholic 
Prince, 15 too evident to need 'any demonſtra- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, ſuppoſing. that the Reman 
Catholics were indeed ther by dcbard from entring 
into any Public Imployments, What 1sthe ad- 

vantage that Proteſtants, or that the Nation 
itt 1 general, pretend to recety by their Exclu-. 
fion ?. 


> NN 
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fion'? I know* you' wil tel me that we have 
therby our Security againſt that Principle of 
Perſecution which'we'think infeparably joyned 
to their: Religion, ' They wil not be able to 
irapoſe their Religion upon us, nor perſecute 
us for not receiving it. That is the tru End, 
and we wil ſuppole it to be real Effet, of 
the Teſts. | . ” 

You do not pretend ſure that the Excluſion 
of the Roman Catholics from ſuch Imployments 
is any Security. to our Czvil Rights, or to the 
Fundamental Conſtitution- of our Goverament. 
They. ar Engliſh Men as wel as we. The Ci- 
vil Rights of Engliſh Men ought tobe no leſs 
dear to them than to us.. And if any malicious 
Surmizer ſhould preſume 'to imagin that His 
Majeſty had adeſign to raiſe his 6wn Prerogative 
upon the: ruin of the Peoples Libertys, we 
have reaſon to believ, by many paſt inſtances, 
that Men of another Religion, munch more 
numerous and powerful than the Roman Cathc- 
lics, would be found noleſs ready Inftruments, 
but far more proper ones, for the effe&ing of 
that work. The beft: defence that } Know 
againſt thoſe imaginary fears, ' and the moſt 
becoming 
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; becoming: dutiful Subjefts, is to comply chear- 
Fully with chis Majeſty in al things reaſonable ; 


that ſo an unreaſonable Refuſal may not force 
him upon new Methods, and make us feel in 
the end what we ar perhaps too ſlow to conceiv, 
that Omnia dat qui juſia negas. 

But return tothe contideration of our heing 


ſecured agamſt Perſecution by the Exclufioa of 


the Roman Catholics from Public Imployments. 
In very good time, that the: Church of England 
now looks for ſuch:a Security! 1 am ſure 
others have not been ſecured againſt it, by the 
public adminiſtration of Her Members. How- 
ever, let us conſider how 1t 1s that the "Teſts 
ſecure us, or how 1t 3s that they hinder them 
from entering into - thoſe Imployments. It is 
not-as a Wal or-Barricado that confines them to 
a certain Incloſure, out of which they cannot 
move ; nor 15 it as a Charm or Spet that, by any 
Magic Vertu, hinders them from ating. It 1s 
onely as « Law, which,'by the penalty annexed 
to it, aws their "Minds, and makes them fearful 
to tranſi preſs it. They dar not enter into: Pub- 
lic Offices, left they ſhould be puniſhed for the 
Breach of that Law which forbids them won it. 
ut, 


coerce... 
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But, pray, Who i is it that ſhould puniſh them 
for thar Otfence ?'- T hey know very wel that 
inthis Reiga they arin no danger, 1 hat Law 
is now diſpenſed with, The onely Bridle ther- 
forethat rettrains them from trantgreſfing it, 1 
evidently the fear of its- being Revivedin the 
Reign for the next Succeſſor; becauſe it is a 
Law who: Penalty they wil be always liable 
unto, whenfoever the Government thal think 
fit to exa&t it. 

Now if this be the only Ground of their Ex- 
cluſion from Public Offices, and con{equenly 
of our pretended Security ; tiny if 1t be onely 
the . Force .of a Law that works that effect ; 
pray let us conſider 1f another Law might not *be 
contrived, to fecure us much more effectuall 
againſt Perſecution, that this Excluſion of them 
either dos or can do. 

Let us therfore have a Law enacted, which, 
in Aboliſhing al thoſe Penal Ones , and al the 
Teſts too that ar now complained of, ſhal Eſta- 
bliſh a Univerſal and Equal Liberty b Conſcience, 
as a Magna Charta of Religion, ' with al the in- 
gaging Circumſtances that the Wit of Man can 


invent to make it inviolable, Let that Liherty 
be | 
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Criminal, Let not Ts every | ATT 
ment of that Law. but every Motion, lrg 
tion, or C ontrivgn- _ Expreſt either 1 in Kg 
Deed, tending any way to the invalidating of 
It, be eſteemed and declared an Undermining © 
the F, undamental C on/Hitution of our Government, 
and accordiogly.t to be puniſhable with the ut- 
moſt Severitys, even as Felony or Treaſon, Tet 
the Extent of this Law reach al Contitions and 
al Degrees of Men, Eccleſiafticah Civil and Mi- 
tary, from the higheſt Lord to the meaneſt 
Beggar. Let not future Parliaments themſelvs 
be exempted from the danger of infringing it ; 
but let any Propoſition tending therunto, #0 
even in either Houſe of Parl:ament, be not onely 
reputed a Tranforct on therof, but expreſly 
declared to be the - higheſt 20d worlt of /al 
Tran{greſſions ; and let no Parliamentary, or 
other Priviledg whatſoever  extempt any ſuch 
Offender from the ſevereft Puniſhment, no 
more than they can- do it now from "that 
of Treaſon. And after al this, and"what 
more the Wiſeſt HIads may invent, let The 
ds | a Kins 
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us hang be hutnbly beſeeched/to ſidfer in 
eh by which, reſerving al ather Rights 


) 
is Prerogative inviolated, he may ſolemaly 
fare hearly Right of Diſnfg wthbaLow 
or of Pardoning any Tranſgreſſar of it in atry caſe 
Suppofing now that ſuch a Law as this ſhould 
be EnaQted, I beſeech. you to conſider if it do 
not anſwer the end of fecurjng us apainſt Perſe- 
cution, infinitely better than the preſent Teſts 
that exclude the Roman Catholics. from Public 
Imployments. It wil ſecure, in the firſt place, 
al the Diſſenting Proteſtants from the preſent Pe- 
nal Laws, which the Teſts do not : And it wil 
indeed ſecure al Partys againſt al Perſecution,in 
every reſpect far better than they do. It wil do 
it in & direft manner; Wheras they work onely 
by a weak and + nar Conſequence. It wil doit 
upon the ſolid grounds of Religion, Truth and E- 
quity : Wheras they ar built onely upon precari- 
015, partial and unjuſt Principles. It wil be declared 
to be 1n its own Nature Indiſpenſable: Wheras 
they are every day diſpenſed with. It wil be E- 
ſtabliſhed by a more ſolemn SanfFion And it wil 


be inforced by more awful an] terifying Penaltys. 
C Theſe 
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LEFLER, 


"STR, 


Ince I have had, the good fortune to pleaſe 
you the ſecond time, Iamreſolvedtotry it 
athird. . T have endeavored, as you have ſeen, 
to make it appear that it 1s not impoſſible to 
confrive a more Equitable and Unezceptignable 


Taw than the Tefts, 'Whick wil ſecure us alſo 


E\ WU. 


infinitely better than they do, againſt the danger 


of bein ng Freed by th by the Roman Catbolics. Now 
you anfwer me that this Law, tho.it ſhould be 
conſented to, ,would be. leſs Security to us 
againſt the Roman Catholics than the Teſts : be- 
cauſe by it they would be admitted into the 
Legiſlative, as wel as Executive, parts of our Gcs 
ernment ; wheras by the other they ar, wholly 
Excluded from both. © And an* Excluſi on, ſay 
you, eſpecially from the Legiſlative Power, is 

2 a 
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cy 


difar better Secutity than any Regulation what- 
theyer, that Fap. be made about their. condutt in 
| becauſe hy -when 6ncecadinitted iito that | 


apacity, t here wil ' I is11 reafon' foa pprehend 

they ſhould break thro the Rutes prefiribed 

for gh 4" Condudt Te change « even the Laws 
l 


cher 2 pu at their Plealyite; 
[8 1s. indeed * V 


zectous.” But I i intreat | 


you to conſider, in the th place, That the Ez- 
clyſjon we talk of by by the Teſts is oncly r Im aginary, 


ne Real. 'We # win oli fetves with 14 Neo | 
nſa- 


while we ar fruſtrated df the Thing, ADiſp 
tion difſipates al. that Bulwark into, Duſt and 


Aire.: "White on the contrary the egulation I 
have  propounded j is to be declared, an malge abſq- 
lutely Intiſj penſable.” - Which i 15. io inconfidera-' 


ble i ric on the fide that T incline to. 
But this 1s not al. "Your on bjeftion 

me to a further Nefence of hs r Pn We 

thing wil ſerve yourt turn "bu 

fron of thoſe that Ray 'have'a minde 'to hurt us, 


from al manner 0 | 
Executive, in ou! Governinent, Be it fo. 


,2YO- 


am very, wel Pleaſed, to jc Join If wich y you Nah" 


that Point. | 
The 


Un Abſolute” E zclu- 


Yare, either Legiſlative . or | 
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.The Hurt we fear, and defire to fence againſt, 
is Perſecution, Let us therfore, in God's narre, 
exclude al Perſecuting Papilts, and Proteſtants 
too, from thoſe Imployments. But let al thoſe 
that have a Sperit of Moderation an1 Charity, joy- 
ned with other neceflary Qualifications, be pro- 
miſcuouſly admitted into .them , whatſoever 
be their profeſſion of Religion. It is not the 
Notion of Tranſubſtantiation that hurts ns. 
Why ſhould we therfore make that the ground 
of an Excluſion? Let us go to the tru Ground 
of the Matter,and,do our Work at once, effetu- 
ally. 4 
Jo a Word : Let this A@ it ſelf, that weare 
projecting, be the Fundamental Teſt for the Ad- 

miſhon of al Perſons into al manner of Pablic 
Imployments, or for their Excluſion from them.” 
Let every Member of both Houſes of Parliament, 
before they ar admitted to, fit there, be obliged 
to ſubſcribe a Declaration, 1mporting That the | 
ſolemnly profeſs, and, in the preſence of God, ſincerely 
acknowledg the natural Equity of this Great Law ;. ' 
an that they in. Jike manner promis never to infringe 
it, Wl either direly.or indiretly..to promote any Te 
ſrgn of undermining or invalidating it-ini any man-* 
a ner 
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ner whatſoever. Let al thoſe that ſhal' preſume 
to fit in-either Houſe, without having heft ſub- 
ſcrthed har Declaration, be liable to the ſeve- 
relt Pendltys that ſhal be annexed tothe forefaid 
Law.” "And'let al future Ads (ifany ſuch'there 
ſhould be) paſſed by a Parliament not fo quali- 
fiett is bythi Law fhal be required, be declared 


Illegal antl ' Nuli "Nay further, If it may be 


thought any ſtrengthning to our Security, let 
alſo Al other Public Officers, as wel as the Mem- 
bers of Parliament , be obliged, upotr their. 
entrance into thoſe Offices, to CubFcribe the 
ſame ſolemn Declaration, upon the _ bo 
the ſame Penalties, and. of the Iſlegali 
Nallity of al their Proceedings. ' Let # pony 
Govern, or Teach; or any way Officiate in' Ec- 
clefraſtical Aﬀaires, citherin Church or-Conven- 
ticle; A17, udges, Fuſtices, Juris, Magiſtrates, 
Military Commanders both by Seatnd Land; with 
22! the ' Inferior and Subordinate "Officers de- 
pending upon any-of them;- from the higheſt to 
 thelowek,, \be Al ſubje & to the ſameRute, 
This isthe' Teſt-q MtoinſtPorſhtrtinn that we have 
been long ſince adviſed to, by Orie of the earlieſt 
and ſtrongeſt Wrirets upon this SubjeCt ; but 
which 


_ 


| 
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xhich,the Nation ſgems not yet to have enough 
refeGed upon. ; If this be not judged-a ſufficient 
ſogyrity;: Lwith thoſe that, pgreetv the defedts of 
at wauid propound upto,usany thing better.l ſhal 
be always; for chuſing the. beſt, But however, in 
the mean while,I think al Men muſt agree that, 
it be indeed Perſecution that we defere ta fence againſt, 
this 1s infinitely 2. better fecurity.jn that reſpect 
than the preſent Penal Laws and Iefts ar. ; war 
therfore,, provided this . may be granted, | cannot 
but yet. hope that.there wil appear to be. among 
us Men Wiſe enough, and Honeſt enough, and 
thoſc too Numerous enough,to ſway the Nation 
toconſent to their aboliſhing. 

I have faid already that, ypon the ſuppokition 
of this Security there can be nothing but private 
Ambition or Avarice capable to raiſe an oppoſition 
againſt this generous. Deſign of Univerſal Liber- 
Iy.But ſurely no private Intereſt wil becapable to 
bear up long againſt the general Intereſt of the 
Nation. Now it has been often aflerted by ma- 
ny, and demonſtrated with great evidence, that 
thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is todefire Liberty ar far 
more numerous than thoſe that oppoſe it. But 
if in that there ſhould at preſent be any _ 


_ © 
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I am ſure, when once this Liberty ſhal be eſta- 
bliſhed, it wil then be viibly and indiſputably 
the Intereſt of al Partys to maintain it. Althe 
ſeveral Intereſts of the Nation wil be then. 
drawn up into one Curcle, 'and the Extremitys 
wil touch each other. The ' Church of Eng- 
land” and Proteſtant Diſſenters, how oppoſite t0- 
ever in other reſpets, wil therby becom infe- 
parably cimented into one Common Caus. And, 

tho we ſhould ſuſpect the Roman Catholics to 
have contrary inclinations, yet the ſtrength of 
the others Union wil oblige them, for their own 
Safety, to concur in promoting the general 
Good. 

Yet for al this, I wil rot ſtick to acknowledg 
that ſuch a ſuſpicion of an inclination to Perſe- 
cute,in any that may be uppermoſt, is not altogether 
unreaſonable. "The Examples of Perſecations 
raisd at one time or other, .by al Partys that 
have had the power to doit, authorize thoſe 
Fears. But for that very reaſon, 1fay,that this 
is the fitteſt time that ever we can expect, to ſittle 
this Liberty in England: becauſe the Power 1s now 
in the Hands of the weakeft Party, which is ther- 
fore leaſt zbie to ſtrain it. Andif once that 
Settlement 


— 
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Settlement be made, the united Intereſt of al Par- 
 tys in the Advantages it brings along with it, wil 
in human appearance ſecure it againſt the poſhbt- 
lity of ever being ſhaken hereafter. 
Theſe Confiderations, you fee, afford a ſe- 
- cond-Proſpe& of our Security in the eftabliſh- 
ment of a-Law of Liberty ; 1n that it wil be the 
Intereſt of al Partys to maintain it : And they 
afford-alſo an-Incitement to ſet about that Work; 
becaus of -the ſeaſonableneſs of the opportuni- 
ty : Which things deſerv exceedingly to be at- 
tended unto. But after fo palpable a demon- 
ſtration;as 1 think Lhave grven,of that Security, 
in the frame of the Law 1t ſelf, I have no mind 
now. to intertain you with any thing that may 
appear- more ſpeculatrve, tho in effect it be ro 
leſs ſohd. | | 
My meaning- in this is, that T have ſhown 
onely the Poſſibility of this Security. But whe- 
ther or no it wil be juſt granted in the manner 
that I conceiv it, is what I cannot anſwer for. I 
rather hope-it wil be made much better. But how- 
ever, after this plain appearance of the poſſbi- 
lity of the thing, I think I may reſume what I 
ſaid- in-my firſt . Letter, as an Advice of ſom 
D weight ; 
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weight ; That,jn this ConjunQure, it is both the 
Duty and the Intereſt of the Nation to put this 
buſineſs to. a 7ryal, in, a Grave and Modetate 
Parliament ; and not by any means to make that 
tmpoſlible,, by Fa(tion ,, Jealouſy, or Deſpair, 
which ſeems. eaſily. obtainable by a, prudent Con- 
duct, - POM 3 
Let this be,our conſtant Aim, to have Liberty 
| ſetled by a Law. That. is the Mark that Tfhoct 
at, And1would be;very loath that '6ther Peo- 
ples Errors,or Humoers, ſhould make me miſs it, 
-We ought Al to. be.fingly interit upon oar 'own 
Duty; aad if we keep, fo, ve.eannot | fail tg 
know it, Which way ſoever-we uri our Re- 
fieftions, in thefe matters of Politics, -they wil 
always bring us back to the fame Center. - The 
General Good 18 the Rule and Touch-Stone, © by 
which al muſt. te tryed and meaſured. © That 
General Gcod can never Fe attended anto, much 
le(s procured, . without the General Satisfadtion 
of al Partys; Nor that, ®atisfaRtion without 
this Equal and General Liberty which 1 have been 
pleading for. & 
Now therfore that every one may the more 
catily diſcern theur own Duty, while we ar ig 
| this 
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..; this evident poſſibility of obtaining ſuch an e- 
qual and ſecure Liberty ;- I weuld have the 
_ Church of England,in the firſt place, Confider with 
how much Juſtice the Odium of. a Self-intereſſed 
and ſordid Partiality, wil be caſt upon Her by al 
Men, in caſe She ſtil continu. to obſtrutt it. 
Let Her confider that, and be A/hamed. In the next 
place, If the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould ſuffer 
themfelvs to be fooled out: of this. Liberty, by 
the cunning of: their Old Adverſarys ; I would 
have them conſider how obnoxious they yet ly, 
even at this very hour,to the Redoubled Laſhes of 
the ſame . Laws under which they have ſo-long 
groaned. . Let Them conſder that, and Tremble. 
And.if the Roman Catholics ſhould ever attempt 
., tooverſtrain the Advantages they may receiv by 
- this Liberty, when it ſhal be eſtabliſhed ; I 
would have themConſider that in gaping for the 
Shatow,they wil bein danger to loſe the Subſtance. 
Let Them conſider, that,and be Wife. I have now 
don.. I onely, again beg of you to pardon the te- 
diguſneſs , of al. theſe Con/ederations, and to beliey 

me to be moſt fincerely and affectionately 
Yours, gc. 
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